Is stiffness increased during ischemia?
Possible sources of increased ventricular stiffness can be more easily appreciated when pressure and volume patterns are considered as a function of time. A discussion on sources of effective or apparent stiffness or stiffness changes includes viscoelastic properties and active behavior at the muscular level. Chamber geometry and coronary vascular pressure and flow are intrinsic ventricular components. Together with the pressure head and crosstalk as extraventricular components, all these properties are integrated to determine intact heart behavior in late relaxation and diastole.